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‘e-L£rom: 1930's 


The ideas of Soteritific Socialism 

The ideas of. Scientific Socialism first cane to Burna in 
early 1920's, in the: aie of: Post-war nationalist: thovenents. But 
they were linited to’ little known dicussions in the ‘press and Among 


a few national leaders. ‘theb, oe were forgotten: 


=i ets 


“ 


saeds, of. Plasbinesoimtin wer ne | sppotee 


a Z 
1 


Then. a. eee of the’ Siaaetas of hee Dobana Astayon 


(the . societies: of. “the: revolutionary national .dénocrats ) Burnotiacd 


the ideas of Scientific: Socialisn; mara) Lt, 08) Loke iibban Ca 


ay: 


heavenbn « earth, FEES HO 


-1iberation). or Tue wada: ‘(workeboge taut 


eat vogathestoreed; #ini tive: “connunism) i sprebaing it even! £xHf the 


political Platform; e. at the presidential addbves: of the the 2°Gbnhttan 


Conference’ “ofthe. Dobona: ‘Asiayone o “But. this. organisation renglned 
cates 3 ois Meee Die nh nae at Ri 8 


a = 


a a: number of hears. 


héhextiene hationalists: 


bid: orginiiabloa.6 


. séiohtitic:Soctaiisa, and raiowlede about ‘the first 


eaters 


6: eerie: sere and more: poder. 


class striigsies: ; 
‘the ‘peasantry: tad been a etteotéd w the Ber sPla aia 


Crisis of. “4930- aca 
uprising under, the 


failed’ Mey easily 
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The cologial Burma was véry poorly developed. indistriallys 
Compared with Burma, Celonial ‘India was an. industrially developéd 
cou . Burmese working. class was. small in umber ; “young in aja 
snd fechonliende) ne come from peasantry recently. It attempted 
at organisations in; 1920's. or earlier,, but with:no @ontinuing Hiicoess 
$mall, scattered trade unions exopped up and withered : Says 

- The eneey econsinic orisis of’ 1980-37. proletart gxisea th¢ 

Burmese workers still ;further's,.And they answeréa . the call, of jie 
Dobama Asiagone to orgdnise. After, 1A: 933,- the Mgt. all. Burn litdide 


Union Congress: -Was formed with. branches: ie ‘Rengoos and ‘other.  duidninbes 


ial ‘aveas. 7 
tn 1938- 30, bad I 


movement of. the worke 


economic pnd pba ca 


ren the Beat: of British igperialists, - soS cee 2 away ee, 


ae 
Students who were “struggling against. slave. education given by 


si 


sohers etneady stiudeniie | for redugtion of sont. » tase and 


of the. ‘ideas ‘oft Selentific; ‘Soctelin, de. “nant ga“hens'sa- ih na 
revolntionary practice of: the working people. -The leadership, bh the 


‘Dobama Asiayon adopted the ideas. of ooh ante tie aap ig as. bheir 


ideology. 


2 Marxist circles and_groups 

. At that time, some Burmese Comrades established contacts with 
British Communist Party and Indian Communist Party. Thakin Kyaw Sein 
(now a Committee member of the trade Corporation 9) had contaatis 
with some leaders of the British Communist Party and he organifed a 
narxist jgro Pp, on his own initiative. Goshal Ca Burne se Citinan of 
Bengali origin ) and some Bengali Comrades had Sontacts with lila 
Bengal provincial Committee of the Indian Communist Party and he also 
organised a mnarxist, BrOUPp on.‘his own initiative .. 


‘Thokin mie in Pea: post-graduate’ student, of: the calcutta Uihive- 


adltby, while participating in: Bengali student, novonent ‘dane ifiho 


contact with the underground Indian ee st Party. Cai in ‘the in- 


pi ee now u, hein. Pe: want, writer: ‘and Jounal at and. pu taj fhaure 


a 


Rare Burma, night, ba an the ss of the activity af: Sh JdMba bo 


‘Communist: Party wndon was ‘understood to have . a: ‘branch in Anidpone 
with the cooperation: ‘of. the ‘Command st Intemationo}. Later, {ite Indian 
Comrades asked for ‘api tention and got permission ‘from Comiliinint 
International to start organising in Burma. The Indian Commulliat 
Party sent a party-organiser, a Bengali named Purnandy Dutt, to Rane, 
goon. When he arrived at Rangoon, the United anti-imperialia| movmont 
of workers, peasants and students was already in full swing. He held 
discussions with the leading Burmese Comrades ‘and the idea.af organi- 
sing the first communist call was nootoadte glee held political and 
- 4deological classes. Leatures on organisation were al.so givdh. 


Thus was formed the first cell or unit. of the Communiali Party 


he Burma. It ase gare dts, me ig aia Thakin Aung San ( t 


in tony oa Palin: nae 


echt The Communist . Party of Lurma )., Bo Letya eer. ‘ita eet Leia: 


 Conmender of, the Souther Front, of ¥ mubforees ? “Mr. Poened (known 


“as Comrade Ba ‘tin, 


: 
Phakin hon tn during the: Burne se ees Su gon Botte 
< remrgers 


-(lytural’ Revolution) . 

Thakin Thein Pe (now Thein Pe ‘vind, who initiated all theae , 
wag left out Fah the first party cell for his individualism and 
sectarianism on the part of some comrades. 

Thakin Than Tun (the late C,P.B leader) was not Communi s {i OD Oar 
ugh to be in the first cell. Thakin Aung San ‘(the ‘late general 
Aung San ) was appointed the ‘Generel Secretary of the Burmese Qrymmun- 
ist Party. . 

It was in the middle of 1939, And the C.P.B-is celébrating it 
as its birthday, he a of: ; 

- But ZT consider that the eieoe attending unit, formed at that tdthe 
under the myeP tees of the Indian Communist Party, was never a MW1lfle- 
dged Communist Party. rT consider that ae wes also one of the. mar At 

groups (sort of marxist stnidy groups) ‘ehtolt existed those aay But 
At consisted of very important: national. leaders It ‘played’ ‘Ate pir ‘tn 
eer rT the influence of nani ot~leni/sn in the national |dbera- 


- “tion movement: and mass-c:lass: movement. 


The. war aa 8 : Ms 
the , 
.The war i it calight the young ‘comiuni sts unpreparpd, 


‘ ‘ 


‘The conflict betweenthe German fascists and “the ‘Britian Impert qliate 
was {nter-imperialist.” ‘It was an imperialist war, pare and sin|pie 
30, the slogan, "Turn the jmperialist war into civil waf" was tory 


popular. So -too was the slogan, “"Crisis of British, epportuniliy, of 
nw {Q et ae i, Cuccel. sak oy Lhe. aun Oe 

Burmese." ( ee ee ee see aee - ty 
All patricts shouted | the slogans at *o top we their voii6 and 


“‘pesolutions were AAaeed Dep ee and Conferences in the s {eit of 
WE : Canc op 


plogens. But organisational measures could. not be #aken ti) implo- 
bnent!: thems Firstly, tho communist organisation started only jn 1939. 
Hee i omeint Rios ia ot es ; , 


_ generation of politicians and sot ee aaadaedlt revolutionary its of 


os 
Na national movement and|\used all forms of repressive methoilo, A 
“nea part of the revolutionary leadership was already landed |{n 
% jada by the time the war oo ae 
ods This state of affairs caused aheadoed. split in the leadarship 
hs organs of the national liberation movement. Quite often, tho leading: 
_- comrades inside the jails persued one course ‘and those outside tha 
jails persued another course. 
This prevented the growth of collective leadership in {she 
_ Sonmuniet movement which was in an SEAS BEE wae ae the ee 


bis camé, 


Up to early: part of. 1980, this weakess” ‘was, hot’ ‘ser ul ahd 
, harmful, when, 4 ap aig the phase of “phoney” war," the Buimo ge potted - 
_ ots carried.out the * “slogan of. "Barn the imperialist war into Gavi.t- 


Wax." But the character of the war changed completely w +t 


one ‘attack on the’ ‘BorLet Union’ and. when. ‘asked! aoninavea 
C/84 /= pce. AB) + 


KW ehtdiro 
” He etek Europe. 2 
Be The Burmese Citadise could not eke avoele of all the go davelo- 
ofS carved ew 'uall 
go. pnents collectively. Some comrades coe the old Ling ° ’ @dpiitdally 
the comrades outside the jail. ohet" "ts to say, they regarded British 
imperialists, whom they ATE as the main enemy. ‘Thay 
regarded as friends not only other anti-imperialist forces, uch 
as freedom fighters in colonial countires, but also other imjerialist. 
They thought they would use ‘the Coptmadtc aie between Britis}: imper- 
ialism and Japanese impe srialishl tne Burmese paectois were ollt for 
armed uprising against the British and to get arms aid they would 
-collaborate with any:-one including Japanese feaciats, This wits how 
Aung San and some comradea who ‘at first went to Anoy ( @nine ) to 
seekaid.: from Chinese communists, got in touch with Japanese agents 


i 
| - there and got sone help from then, instead of the Chinese. At{he San 
i with vhe- guidance: and helf of the Ta:panese organised the Buriiip 


‘Independence Army which participated in he Japanese o¢cupatilon of 
.' Burma. 


On the other band, Thain Soe and some fomrades dir sid tho 


“Sega, together with sone fonredes CEUSENS took note of the ohanging 


" ngharacter of -the war. They saw that the “phoney war" Bases had 


‘ 


& a be eat Steet Shay aati ie a 
passed and that imperiahist powens, ‘Britain, ‘France, USA eto, wern 
forced by the very logic of the war and by the: enti-fascist penplen 
of the world , to fight ‘seriously against ‘the exis. powers: They Bras~ 
ped the natire of the Peoples® war: against fascism and the role Burmeso 
patriots must play in the Gageurhes British imperialists can rot 
“pede the fate of post-war independence of the country, " they expla- 


ined; "The contributitcia we mane to the > success of the © peopled! war 


against fascism’ will qeoiae, the. ‘fate of the Country. " 


“Most., mA the sé. leaders were: sin the-ari dist jatis, eid shade ‘foll-~ 


San the ee of. the _ 


ish tnpetlaniote who were ecah abe over ong the 
SS oo ae : than: 


has’ w11l as tt the 


| Ftipthose who were coliing to rbibmas niiey pastdipatea in the al/ti—-pBri- 
th sh’ undergroundl ‘activities ahd at the same time prepared politically 


and. Adeologically. flor resistance against the aipanese, 
: Under these circumstances, the du panese ‘made - ‘pwift advalice into 


ae 


the country and. the British forces gawe hasty. ‘retreat. in May {194.2 the 


_ ‘ entdeo country was icccars whe caE ees 


all anti= in exialists for. residtanes: a saint: aa i 


_ pode LS 
40 iB a. ne ere “led -b Aun san ‘formed the * maint oe of ss 
snore one irae y &: end-they” bears 

hé- ‘antinfasctish: and [ cemaein United Front, which was: unfolding 


me 
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fran 


Mest. 


Say. 
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under new circumstances. 

The matxists led by Thakin Soe and other marxists who provad 
to be consistant anti-fascists, who proclaimed, from the very first 
days, the war to be peoples? wa against fasoism, and who wai inte-- 
rnationalists under all cirommstanes, became leaders of that anti- 
fascist liberation United Front of the Burmese.-people,.. 

The communists: ldd by Thakin Soe started to form oommuniist co- 
Sis all over the Country y- the onti-fasciat activists providing the 
Base. This ib ‘the first time. that the communist movement ee the 
charac‘ra of nation-wide organisation. ; 

Thaékin See,. mhaitin Than Tun, General! “ake San and cothd? Leaders 
hed ta senda delegation ‘ed vy, Thakin. ‘Thoin’ ‘Pe- (mei Fe Myint) 
to China. and. India’ to contact: the: ‘Siiiea powers” “(British “Amd iHoan , 


treet 


Chinese _sovernnent) “is establish, fraternal _Felations with THddan 


88. the evtifastt at ‘tdreds. outside Burma Bes t 
“tet » ees The contacts were established ‘in the’ ene Bhat 

of 1942, but only in middle ‘of: 1943 that the “alited South Tait Asia 

command’ and the Kuvwington, anaxtori ties in Chunking treated 

Thakin Thein Pe (Thein i Myint) as official representative «af the 


pated 


underground ees antifascist novement in Burial 


Early in 94 oe -the 480 manifesto of ~the ommuniat Party. of Bur- 


ma, written by Thakin Soe was ee It was.a Comprehensiitto the- 
SS 22— 


ses on the peoples’ war against ‘fascism and the role to be~pjikyed 


by the Burmese patriots in the war, it-is also a& _politial prijkeomnc: 


of general Anfluence’ of the communist movement’, _the Seneneds WOs: 
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The ‘first ‘factor wes “the nature of! # 


when the situation - demanded Reoaday base oh the. Hessaent and: a" phoa tar 
Sr ee 


unity of the masses. (6) 
= one. 


Yet, rome cared to raise objection to the. narrow charac tive at 


the Corgress. It contiamee thé line of Thakin. caine. which was food 
_ enough for: that period. , 


wi 


pl Bacal eo lee! Freedom Lea are 


In 1944), regular contact was cestebiianed. it bottonn hea Lv 


peernie thet: time Aung San ar ‘Decoutng: one of. re that 
deal: 


populer national Logis and ‘abronpese ee then él, having: ‘Bilttia 
Independence Army. at ‘his eoamend. The Bre 8 ploy a cé-hiay Hot 
abo ADL paren 

to the dinpanese, although/it oe inl Collaboratéd with the fapane- 
se. The army was for national independence at any price .and dnder 
‘any Cirgumstance. | , 

Thakin Soe. treated pant San and the army as blind “pattjots, as 
a vacillating force, and on occusions as treachevous allies. He 
would neither forget nor forgave their collabonttion -with tha ii.pane- 
seoren though in driving out the British. . ah 

Aung San did. ‘not respond to sectarianism ‘of niibietin Soe by his 
own sectariarism.. He took’ jnitiative to uniée with Thakin Sa@ and 
his followers. 

vos nae. There was an underground party, called the 
people’s revolutionary party ,- following almost the. same: poli tical 


line. as Aung San and the army A SRRE a. ‘Lbtle- ‘more: “enti-Yofntiund st. 


i 
This pacty ‘and the ecmaent ot party were "ies: in the anti-Hirltd sh, 
anti-~Japanese movement. Using his personal influence over tits party, . 


Aung: San tried to bring about unity between it and the Commitiket 


Party. 
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In Aug 1944, a conference of leaders.was convened by Aulig San. 


Thakin Soe attended the representatives of the arDy and peoples 


ha toa A party attended? thakin Than Tun, who was at that time 
a minister in the "puppet" geverment, and who was working witli the 
communist underground at the same time; also attended. The anti--fas- 
cist people’s Freedom league (AFPFL ) was formed. The politioaa 
leader was Thakin Soe and military leader was_Gen Aung San, 
Thakin Than Tun was an organisational leader, having organisul-lonal 
links with all puppet organisations, only Lege, undemuground organis- 
ations under the Japanese rule and with the underground antdi- lasolst 
organisations. : 

The Revolutionary Front,a great step forward towards ony 
party-unity . 


The unity of Burmese patriots and the martists reached bho pe-~ 
ak with the formation of the revolutionary Front, the Gore of ‘the 


anti-fascist united Front. o 


According to Thakin Soe, the revolutionary Front of thy oOommu- 
nist Party and the people’s revolutionary party, was a transl tdonar 
stage between broad people’s anti-fascist united Front and thio one 
united marxist party to be formed later. . . 

The manifesto published in connection with the formatinun of the 
revolutionary Front endorsed the political line ‘Ppersued so far by 
the Communists and other anti-fascists and deweloped it futhar to 
meet the needs of the post-war-period; the successful conclusion of 
the people’s war being already in sight. Incoorination with the 
allied armies, the Burmese patriots must wage country-wide artasi upri- 
Sing against the fascist armies, drive out the enemy inom the cauntay 

and must seize power for themselves, not waiting for the British to 
reestablish theim regime. Local organsof people’s power wart: to be 
formed and certain economic and social reforms were to be ourried 


“outs But there was no specific instruction for proclaimati(i of 


Tad apandabee not for the formation of the rovisional Seve u eLenecy 


— governnent Ornspate . of this weakness, it was a revolutinary progra- 
scab cetnin 


“hme which, af carried out, would have led to the captite of power by 


“> d-9o0~5> 


40 

“ the people. 

. The revolutionary Front outltined:'. the organisational tails 
obliging the two parties to fufiction jointly in all feilds, |teolo- 
gical Questions including. Some leading comrades, like Aung Han, 
Thakin Thein Pe ( Thein Pe Myint ), Thakin Chit -( now a membar of the: 

“2. polit. Bureau of the communist party), Thakin Lwin (a former ‘rade 


Union leader, now. vice-chairman of the Burma Soviet Friendah |p 


_ association), U Nay Win ( General Nay Win ) etc,were regardaid as 


common members of both parties. 


The general uprising and the end of the war 


th march, 1945, the general uprising broke out aftainst 


the: gapanese- Before it, there had been partial uprisings.in Axia an 
and in certain parte of Upper Burma, led by the anti-fascist Peoples 


Freedom League ( AFPFL Me The British imperialist strategiatin would 


have’ Liked only such partial uprisings. According to their lan 
Burmese anti-fascists sala. rise up in a certain area, gual behind 
the front-lines, behind the back_of the Japanese, so that alridwitoh- 
aa in between the ga panese would have to ewiftly with-draw ur get 
smashed and so that the British could occupy the area quicily and: 
disarm the patriotic forces, piece by piece. - 
ooth 


The general uprising which took place m March 19/5, Leno- 


red the wishes and instructions- of the British, went against the fu- 
ture interests of the British and was in full accord with the future 
and immediate interests of the Burmese people. It hastened lhe end 
of the war and it Sinentehened very greatly the ihenstion foreas 
of the people. 

@he main force of the anti-fascist revolution was tha patrio.- 
sy alg army under. pung San. There wane people’s guerillas led by 


amunists end some. army | persornal and directly sia hii the Hrit- 


deh Special Beiwrices. (Fore 13 a) « ned 
“What little industry the country hed, had been des strayed by 


the: ‘war and the working class was disintegraiad. So the worlting cla- 


chy ‘played no organised role in the anti- fascist fevolut ton. 
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-., whetory. They had to openly acknowledge the ‘contri buts 


mi oe At that time: on. all war fronts, the allies: armies 


"people * guerilla forées were: on the attack; 


POOR SSR NEAR LES NV A ne ate nee a titles mene sem eee An 


Yr : 
Only individual workers participated in the movenent. Most of {sae 
schools and colleges had to be closed. The students and the fultth- 
most of them organised in "puppet" youth league and in the aly, 


Ponsents and other sections of the. petty-bourgeois rallied rolind the 


AF PF UL and joined the guerillaa. ‘The class organisation ol the 


peasants could not function both openly and underground. 
Inspite of these-weakmesses, the ‘success scored by the nhtie 


fascist revolution was tremendous. The Japanese suffered mory from 


she, blows of the wise fighters “than. fron. the. attacks, of the alli- 


ed: armies. It was almost a walkover for. the \dngoning ah sin arid 
8) american | armies.: They had not expected such: quick cana: Snirinnddd 


sna by 


the Burmese partiot's to these victories. os” ae ed 


“aba) tte 
owands #4{nal 


marching. 
victory and the ‘axis forces: were on the- retreat, and. on: the pad to 


defeat. The peoples'all over world were in upsurge and assaihing 


“Mj reppiueg to decide the fate of the war. tate- ‘of thepenod| fate 


of the mankind, ‘ 
The successes of the anti-fascist revolution in Burma and tho 
successes of the allies and world peoples turned the heads uf the 
Burmese Comrades. Their thinking was effected. ter thought that the 
peoples all over the world would acheive- complete liberation, niiit— 


ary, political, economic , . ahs very soon and : rend imperialism and 


~ 


capitalism with the victorious conclusion of ‘the peoples!~wilr 


against fascisn. 


The theory of peaceful development 

Under thase circumstances, the theory of peaceful devolopment 
gained ground. > 

After the successful conclusion of the peoples war dihidnot 


fascism, the foroes of the peoples would be so strong and tlie -posit- 


: ions of world imperialism would be so much isolated and wotlkenad that 


the peoples would win through, achheve. socied and satel ojtil ‘Aber- 


ation, using veadetal, nass struggles, and legal and oxtra Legal 
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In other words, the military gide of the programme of the rev- 


‘olutd.bary: Front was carried out very well; but not so with the poli- 
‘tical part of the programme. Local A F P FL (,anti-fascist people's 
freedom League ) organs: did- not “become local organs of people’s powen. 


Phokin, The in Pe ( Thein Pe Myint) who was. ‘gt411 in Indin during 


“the. armed apritsine wrote a letter. to the Head masntees in Burna, to 


fo tallins arms. in. the ‘hands of”. the patriots in some form or other ;“to 
roclaim formation” Of: provisional revolutionary government, to negoti- 
+ with the. Britten ‘in the name OF the il cone aa national govern- 
a ve rhe! Letter. reached Phakin Than Tun put; as ‘he admitted ata 
‘Central Committce: ‘meeting in 1946, he did not. submit the letter to 


he: ‘party, or to the jeadership of the A FP P L for disouseton. He 


‘thought it was not important; the military affairs were only import- 

ant. He also thought that by creating local orang of people’s power 

‘nd: formabion of. provisional revolutionary governnent it would not 

be able to avoid clash with the ee Pe which, would harm the milit- 

ary struggle against the Japanese. . 

! On the one hand, the theory of peaceful ‘development was 

“. gaining ground; on. the other hand, ‘the national suspecions of the 
Burmese patriots. against the British reoccupationists were growing. 
They thought, after the defeat of the Japanese , the armed clash with 

the British would. de unavoidable. They must save amus for that occasion. 

baie eaepapeening gegree yd 


since the Japanese. would be defeated ( just as the Germans in Europe ) 


4t would be wastse-of manpower and arms to fi ht_the eSe, Save 


manpower and arms to fight. the British reoccupationists! That _was 


‘i ‘their slogan. Mis line was not. widespread. Bub Thakin Soe, the 


‘communist leadar, took very serious view of thiis: trend. He equalized 


fits trend. with, entire peoplas revolutioary party. His-belief in the 


' “peaceful: development theory, his sectarian we aknesses ond his -j§ealo- 
“usy of the rivals get the better of him. He ‘dubbed the members of 
the people's Mevolutionary Party as tiraitors , Japanese agents and 


opportunists. <0 ee 
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although gubileat. they seauthuet 
ad. ‘neither the time,nor apportunity .to review that nearer the 


Light of sudden. ae ‘of the war. The British were able to moccupy the 


country, ab their economic and political schemes into effect, the 
although they were chall- 


schemes of. restoring their old positions; a 


“ergéd by the ext stence of the - ‘purmen patriotic Army led by Aung San, 


the people? 5 Juerilias, the AFPFL otgahieeyecns: and the awakened 


Sy 


of 


people. 
Tho British imperialists could not endze this challenge. 
ould 


hey could not disarm the army’ “and juerillas at will. They c 


“not disband the political forces. The: Gommunist Party of Burma came 


out into the open. And the Beogle’ s revolutionary Party too. AFPFL 


became. the ie and most, anont | : Atative organisation of the peop- 


n. At, the communist ‘Party. ‘the. Feophes Revolutionary 


afer, the purabee ky and promifent | individuals, with Adbére. 


x wvisge EM he 


7020 ery LO 
Os as 


Prankers. ean a 
Aloe LO, e ae © tia | 
SR he ee ae 


ih a ti REC ONDA a is | a ene 
“S"Lesewtaers BP yo ‘aq. ae ce 


sty ; a ne 


iY 


aS me) K 

Mien Tag Ae 
a . ; 

3 


Bs ADs 
of the. ‘Connunist art 


the aectardan ioaaershs: 
ae As mentioned above, Thokin Soe" unilaterally broke RD the 
évolutsonary Front and took initiative in quickly ‘organising above 
ground Communist Party cells and. ‘units, and also worker's unions 


ana: pesnant ls unions with corimunists monopolising the shields 


_ The People! ‘S- Revolutionary Party protested agetnets the. 


peau of ‘the Revolutionary Front” “and daniai idea ‘that there ‘should 
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if 
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ag 


se under its lésdersnip ona: ‘4f ‘the’ members of the: Roope! Ss: Revolutionary 


eos” pop ka rae D 
oo 


2 eee 


apply. snostiaueiay BoP aoncemio: ‘that the”  appltbane would be 


aarti 


toe to organise their own party and their own class pccuniaaiaue: 
fhakin Soe said Light-heartedly, "Let us ‘compe te-if we win, we 
oe and if you win:you surrive. You know the law of the 
at ofthe fittest.” _w aR ‘ | . 


Thus,» ‘the re 8 Freedom Socialist Party was formed out of 


thé pedpie! Ss Revolutionary. Party, zs 08 to. ‘the Command at Party 

nd Also were “formed ‘ivel mass-class organisations. This Socialist 
Party was composed of ‘anti- cudiet patriots,’ who could not bow 

Cae eo sectarian nolledes of Thakin Soe ; genuine Banat eoneas 


who. were not accepted by Coninuni'st Party some. reason or other or 


giho,coula not: accept leadership of Thakin Soe ee Thakin Than Tun; 


eo) 
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Oonoed 1 pang Bert, did ot een 


preeet eu tral botween ‘the 


ates 
geet a eS 


heel Tein Pe- ‘nein Pe Myint i Wwas.. still in. n Indie, ae the 
representative of kntiPascist Orgaridation - But some Comrades who 
wero sent to India to work. with him and returned to Burma. gust befo- 
re, and during the” anti— fascist revolution (mostoxthmneintropped ) 


athendéd the” Congress. nal 

‘ The “second Congress: Pecercd ‘tho Adeotogtoa: -and.— political 
progremme. ‘drawn. ‘UP and. carried out all ‘ene gé. ‘aays oy “Mhakin Soe 

an. ‘Than ‘Tun. ‘¢. end ‘shared on the. “whole by ‘Aung Sen, ‘hein -Pe 
ae Pe Myint. ) end most: ‘of the leaders; iv ° eee development, 
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Ofcourse, the secondi Congress and the entire national libera- 
een movement rejected the British schemes of restoring old impexi- 
alist positions in post-war Burma-such ps ge Paper on political 
reforms published by the British governnent and Sinla ‘plone, the 
plans of economic reconstruction of the refugee government in 
Simla. (or (7. Moy 1946 ‘) 

~ No doubt, there were ideological and political differences but 


they did not come to the surface, because protagonists were not 
etm nesta seein nessnerrimnnmenpoemnneennnipepseaemmet ny 


——_— 


strong enough, not raturcenough, not clearsighted enough to force 
RAI is ed Pie ete i wee eet: ak A Math e NAM NUP ih DANO CANES. URE NI 


the issues. So differences in organisational matters came to the 
Oe et ee ee 


: forefront. Political discontent against leadership was manifested 


as organisational discontent. 
eo eg a ee ed, 


Thakin Soe’s personel character was questioned. His moral 
teachings were challenged. Thakin Soe is an anarchist and an 
~ opportunist in matters of morality. He has weakness for woman, and 
a oO qualms about widhaiaas ae that time he had two wives and gave 
“then di-orce to marry the third one, a young woman from the party 
ranks. To justify his action, he gave quotations from Marxe and 
Engels about bourgeois marriage taboos and proletarian free love.. 
He took to drinking heavily and said protibition was fetda -reli- 
gious pretension. (5) 

But the delegates censured his immorality especially in 
connection with the third marriage. He had to resign from the post 
of general secretary. 

The party Congress elected Thein Pe ( Thein Pe Myint ) who 
was at that time in India as general secretary and the Central 
Conmittee, with 30 members ( Thein Pe getting the unanimous vote he 
Thakin Soe, although elected to the Central Committee, trailed very 
much behind in number of votes received. He got throughly denove~ 
ised’ That made him more sectarian. 

Thakin Than Tun was also elected to the Central Committee. 

He was in fact, seaaon of the Congress. He was at that time general 
- seeretary of the AFPFL a 
Thakin Mya Thwin, a protegee of Thakin Thon Tun ana a comrado 


8: 
returning froh Thein Pe’s. camp th India, was.nominated to act as 
General Sebretary till the returh of Thein’ Pe ts Thein bg Mbint ), 


@Hree retthss, politiven groupings 

THe Communist. party under the ene of Thakin Than Tun 
afd then, after.the teturn of Thbin Pe- (Theih Pe Myint ) from India, 
joint. leadership pf Than Tun and Thein Pe,* was carrying out normal 
activities in: accordance with the decisions of the secohd Congress, 
Both independent pality activity and activity ‘Yn. thé APPRL ‘progress. 


6d: quite weil. The’ party was Coheoliabedng, ts posktabl dit the 


APPFL. 


- One of Ae most important tasks of sak! parted s was the Kandi 


i ead tegarding the reorganisation of the armed’ Pibend, 


te Alths San, Than Pun’ and other leaders went. to “Hiias > -in Ceylon, the 


Head quacvers of * ‘South East’ Asian allied command: EEG: Admiral 


‘pound ‘Batten. After negotiations there, - egreenent was reached. 


oe regular army called Burma Rifles was to be formed out of. the Bure 


nese patristic army and other anti-fascist armed forces. It was to 


be retrained by the British and.it was to b6 the nucleus of the 


Burne Army in future independent Burma. It was to be under the 


‘ over-all command of the British, with Aung Ban or his nominee as th 


davis commander. 

After this BEPSEMEE Ty Aung San left the army , leaving many of 
his close comrades and communists to continue’ the task of -reorgani- 
wing. Gen Aung San became whole- sina politician and president of 
the AFPFL, . 

The sige of the newly formed Burma Army waS very small compa» 


red with the sig2 of the armed personnel taking part in the anti- 


, Japanese revolution newly" formed Burma Army” was of a division stre- 


<ongth pola MOR of the arms in the: hands of aniti—Iapanesé: fighters 


were hidden away. Aung ‘San formed the People’s’ Volunteer organ 


Asation ( P. Vs 0 | unarmed para military force, out\of ‘the demobili- 


ted anti-fascist: force. Later P v 0 was ; doined by other Patriotic 


elements, espectally. ‘the youths. 
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So in the period immediately following the end of the war, 
there were three main national revolutionary groups-the leftists, 
as they were popularly called viz. The communist Party of Burma, 
( C.P.B ), the people’s freedom socialist party ( the Socialist 
Party ) and the People’s Volunteer Organisation ( P.V.O ) They 
formed the coreof the A.F.P.F.L under the presidenship of Aung San. 
Individuals rallied round that core, some individuals being the 
ane liberal politicians. | 
sus The British reoccupationists knew that the masses of people 
_ were behind A.F.P.F.L and that the Sie ae patriots could resort 
£0. armed struggle in case of sive out: ( with the existence of the 
newly formed Burma Army, the P VO and the hidden arms ). So they 
tried to come to some sort of political settlement with AFPFL, 


with Aung San. It was a time of pargainning, between the British 


PE SSE LIAN Ng teed Ne a eatin eee 


imperialists and A.F.P.F.L. 


4 The split of the C.F.B 
At that time, Thakin Soe was smuggled out of the country to 


India by British Communists of the Royal Air Force so that he 


BOA Sey inert ae 


could discuss with Indian Communists and other foreign Communists 


and Thein Pe ( Thein Pe Myint ) and review the entire situation. 


Eos 


Thein Pe left Calcutta for Rangoon soon after Thakin Soe’s arrival. 
Thakin Soe and Goshal ( the Burmese Communist Leader of Bengali 


i extraction ) spent some time in the Head-quaters of Indian Commun- 


jst Party in Bombay. At that time inthe C.P.1I leadership, Comrade 


B.?, Ranadive was in ascendency. Ranadive was responsible for 
left adventurism which prevailed for a number of years in the 


CsPiaks 


As mentioned above, Thakin Soe was a demoralised leader at 


' “that time, and had sectorian mistakes to his record. 
: He returned to Burma loaded with strong convictions 
convinced that the Line , which he and the party were carrying out 


was wrong, that Browderism, the theory of peaceful devel- 


opment ee the anti- fascist people’s war, must be discarded 
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[io that the armed struggle was the only correct.method to a. chaive f>- 
ig eedom from the British repbe cupationists. He, also, asserted that 
be Phe was not responsible for the mistakes of the party, the culprits 
boing Thakin Than Tun and Thein Pe C Thein Pe Myint ) who were 


supposed to have cunningly imposed the incorrect line: on the party 


and himself. eae 


a 


“The British governer who came back 0 Burma and assumed civil 
" admiyietration started negotiations with the AF PEFL and other 
political elements ( most of them ant F P ¥ i opportunists ) $6 
broaden ‘the basis of his government— ~the governor is- executive 
Council. The A F P F L ( with the ‘Communist Participation ) agreed 
t join it on_conditioh that the governors executive Council 
‘became: defacto anterim government. The’ British governor aid not 
“Gcéopt the demands of thé AF PFD and there was the showdown. 
Governor formed the executive Council with his own stooges and 

AL PF L became the opposition. The entire people rallied around 
the A F P FL and revolutionary mass struggles were waged on 
various issues, agrarinan, labour, civil liberties, cultural, 


_ economic, political etc. Situation was very tense, confrontation 


very sharp. ® 


SETA AEE ee a UE Lan 
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In Junuary 1946, the conference: of the central committee of 
_ the communis t Party was convened. Almost ald une members of the C C, 


oe a few who continue to serve in the reorganised Burma Army, 


attended. Thakin Soe made the main political and organisational 


report. It looked as though he was going to resume leadership of 
the party. He criticized the old line, the Browderist theory of 
peaceful Sevellwuews, rejected the method 2 negotiation with the 


British and called for uncompromising, sashes struggle against the 


SS Rie eA Oe ae eo ar mooie ar 


British.. The worst part of his new line was the wrong aiaas policy. 


Ameoy 


‘Te Prana tathby could not collaborate with the Burmese Capitalists 
cr land Lords. The proletariat must ruthlessly fight’ cha wavering 
petty-bourgeosie so as to raise the revolutionary tempo of the 

people. He ghanaabertaed General Pa, San as the Poungeoss leader,. 


‘rallying around ‘him the masses of the petty-bourgegisie y collabora- 


“Ope. 


é 
“! 
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ting with the landlords ang Repent ae quite. a big section of the 


proletariat. order to be. able to fight imperialism, you must 
fight Aone San, first of all, who was sheilding imperialisa, 

Aung San’s big influence over the people becoming the greatest ass- 
et of the imperialists.. He- conta the party must raise the class 
struggle on every fisenes not.only inside the national organisation- 
APPEL, bet also inside the party. 

In effect, Thakin Soe was pushing the class contradictions to 
seas and national contradic tion is .the il tamer geet between 
‘the Burmese nation and the British: imperialists to tie *baokeround, 
Although Thakin Soe was not advocating’ openly the, withabawal ‘of 
“the C PB from thé united Front- A F P F L- _ in the’ “aboemte of a 


2 


-progranne of struggle. within‘. the united Front, his. line, “tndeed,. 


was a line of withdrawal from the United. Front. he 


_ Thakin Than Tun wavered for some time dut accepted Thakin Soe’s 


political. line. Thein Pe ( Thein Pe Myint ) was not politically 


and ideologically strong enough to fight it back. The result was 


that the central Committee approved Thakin Soe’s political report . 
But Thakin Soe was not satisfied with that gain.YNe demanded 

that he alone must lead the party with a polit-burcay nominated by 
hin, not elected by the Central Committee. The majority of the 
Central Committee, being anxious that Thakin Soe with monopoly of 
leadership in his hands might lead’ the party on to a disastrous 
course , rejected his demand. Instead they elected him as general 
secretary with a polit-Bureau including Thakin Than Tun. and 
Thein Pe Myint. But Thakin Boe said that he could not work with 
opportunists and that if the party would not purge itself of 
opportunists, he would purge himself off the opportunists. His 
policy was called ‘hom a crack ,to a break away." He and seven 
of his followers left the Central Committee, leaving behind 20 
members and forued Red Flag. Comin tet party. The majority remained 
as the Communist party of Burma (C. P. B).But Thekin Soe called the 
C.P.B as the White Flag Gommind s' Party. 

: The. political ‘scene was. ; dominated by this split. It io risanced 
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-.¢the. entire political movement in a negative way. Thakin Soe’s 


“party left the &.F P FL and exercised pressure on the C.P.B to 
nove towarés the left,to adopt disruptive policies in the nationai 
_ United Front. From then on, the leftist, adventurist, soctarian 
“mistakes of Thakin Soe today, become the leflist, sriciene Sh, 


“sectarian mistakes of the C.P.B tomorrow, 


_ The formation of interim gaverment and national split 
«tnepbe of the Communist split, the confrontation between 
8 national movement under Aung, San and A £ 7 P FLL and the British 
“decane acl The people’ s liberation struggle assumed various 


forms, legal and illegal, constitutional and extra-coustitutional, 


cand threatened to break out into armed es le. The British 


overnnent under thelabour party leadership, decided - to win over 
ea. F.F.P.L to work the political reforms, 60 & to isolate the 
Communist at the same time. The British government agreed to the 
formation of. an interim government under Aung San, with some reins 
— in the hand's of the British sohpeauaee ite British Army 
Sy eee ee | ES ee ee 
Was still in Burma. It was agreed that the Burma Army under 
“Burmese Command would be expanded and improved with the help of 
‘the British. 

The formation of interim government under Aung San was similar 
to the formation of interim government_under Nehru in-India at 
that time. It was a’ compromise between the A F P F L and the 
British. It further ainneeiethenad:. tunis San and AF PFLY 

At first the C.P.B approved this Compromase , sending a party 
representative into the Cabinet, Thein Pe (The in Pe Myint ». But 


on the instructions of the Communist Party of India, C P B changed 
its mind. C PB charged that by forming the interim government, 


_ Aung San. had betrayed the countr abora ith 
the British enemy and that A F P F L had become an ey af * 


alist enemy. Thina,caused 


poppgersion on the __ people by the 28 
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Thakin Than -Tun was the general secretary of the party and he 
At the meeting of the C.C of the C P B ( in about Nov 1946 ) 
Tein Pe advocated that in view of further struggles against the 


British, unity must be rebuilt with 2 FE PF by 4 FPFOL -Communist 


unity must be the main slogan. The Central Committee rejected the 


proposal. Thein Pe was allegedi to be wavering towards the eneny 
and asked to take leave from active party duty so as to: study, 
rethink, and rectify himself. Since then he Had been’ and of. the 
“leadership of the C.P.B. 

The A F P F L raised the main slogan, "Independence withdn : 
one .year." 1 e The country must padometinaadeitenll in January 1948. 
i qhe year ot 1947 was a year of farther ‘stuggles of the Burmese 

Sco people. Aung San advocated peaceful methods of stuggle, negotiated 
with the British goverment, hold the elections for the Constituent 
“Aasembly, and organised mass demonstrations and general strikes 
“to: pressurise the British government. He also allowed underground 
preparations for armed insurrection, in case the British peace 
to give independence. 

In the elections for the Constituent Assembly, C.P.B contes-— 
ted as an opposition party and got & seats out of about 200, the 
rest having gone to the A F P FL. The rightest parties (including 
U Saw, the assassinator of Aung San ) and the Red Flag Communist 


Party boycotted the elections. The Red Flags went to the axtent of 


- 


burning down some election booths. 


During this period C.P.B’s attitude was some-times negative and 


sometimes positive. Some-times they called for anti-imperialist 


unity with & POP # 1 ane sometimes called for all out opposition 

to it. In the Costituent Assembly C.P.B contributed to the melcing 
During the intensive po#itical struggles, taking advantage 

of the split-in the leftist forces ( A F P F L-Commnist aplit) 

the rightists under U Saw, assisted by some British circles ( & 


few British diplomats and British army officers) assassinated =: 


Rung. San and sonie of, nis eolteagues in: “Tily, “1947. It was a very 
évere blow to the liberation movement. — shes 
U Nu, Pre svdent’ of the! ‘constituent: adsembly and vice-president 
of A FP ¥ Kone "Was elected as success Sor to. Aung ~ pan There were 
cconcitiattch “and patty 3 moves: following Aung Sen’ s death, between . 
2 Bat without: any results. 


“The “Sonstita tion nticiag was completed: ‘in due course bia the 


ts. 


enter) of some agreements ( finansial aiid, Aeon ntangeneat 


ae was test as was provided” for in “eh defense agreement, 


The Civi a war 


At first, the attitade of the C P B“towerds those events was 
quite eontive and favourable. Thakin sles _Tan, the leader of 
, Oa Bo thought that the constittitin which was being , enforced, was. 


pat ps i a 


| iorkable and suited’ ‘to the stage of develornent of the ‘devolution. 


“Be: ‘and’ bis lieutenants. attended the officiar’ ‘celebrations of the 
transfer of power on: 4th Januaty THB. 

* After that, he attended a conference in Gateutta sponsored 
‘the Commqist: Party of india end at which 3 representative of 
Le domain pon ~a yugoslow ‘Comrade was ayeeunt, He had discussions 
with him and with the Indian Communist Leaders. Returning Pron 
India, ‘Thakim Than Tun -changéd | his views. Goshal ( aC. P.B polit 
Burcan membe of ‘Andian origin) ‘too was in India discussing with 


adigeins 
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ae ‘Indian Communist Leaders. At that time B.T Ranadive was..the lea 


f ‘the Indian Communists. The Shanged views of the C.P. B were 
Peticeted in the views expressed by leet Than Tun and Goshal 
to the new age weekly-official organ of the OnP. e later the new 
ine for the C.P.B was drawn up “in dekail at the H.@ of the C PI 
‘dn’Bombay by Goshal and Indian Leaders. Goshal. came back to Burma 


had a Burmese name, Comrade Ba Tin.- @ 
ee ee ee ee 


oh In February 1948, Goshal’s line was a By the. P.B of 


‘BIuessence ae is Be follows. 7 el 


Vert 
+ 


In granting independence to Burma, the! ‘British Wecaniai ton 


ooas manoeuvring to maintain its economic, political; military 


Goshals line. failed to recognise that British Lapeni elem 
i 


;forced to grant “political. independence because of “the: ‘long, 


3 tinuous struggles of the peoples of Burma, 1ewal and iubegal, 


1. 
ried 


- open and underground, violent and nom-violent, Constitutional and 


» 


SPAS IS Se, SE AAS + atte tiie Na At wa ee ta, 


extraconstiattional :; the lafiost bring the armed anti-fascist rev- 
olution, united massmovements under leadership of 4 F F F L and the 
united demand for independence by Finlong Conference of represent-— 
atives of various nationalities under the leadership of Aung San. 
Goshal’s line chatbacterised the independendence accheived in 


Jan 1948 as sham, fake independence~ not» real indépendence. 


S325, 


Goshal’s line characterised the A F P F L which accepted the 


aS 


transfer of power, as the national opganisation of the Bourgeosie 


San 


and landloris under the leadership of ‘the national Bourgeoisie. 
And the C.P.B asserted that tue national Batewectais., by accepting 
the shan atencat eet, had gone -on the road of collaboration with 
imperialism without a return road, that the national Bourgasisic 
Had no oppositional role to play, end that they hed Comphitely 
eridlisn. 


mersed with im 


Fighting national Bourgesisie was considened to be one and 


Sane. 


as’ fighting imperialism. 


against the A F Pp F-L -imperialists! 


Te AF P FL leaders got information about the new line of 
: Chel 
Pact 0 of fraticidaljwar. -. They were also facing a danger from 
© the Karen oppositionists. ( the national minority. whom the oonser- 


ative circles of Britatn and the -@hristian missionaries ware 


eM 


eS ayane 


They ° tried. to get | contacts with 


ni parliemont to: eais with C.P.Bs 
“Leaders throvsh | Thein Pe ( ‘The in Pe Myint” se 


s ‘discussing. the 


shal Lane, which. was put forward as the” Line of the ‘PoLLE Burden. 


1 Bourgeoisie of ‘Burma ; “Whe ther 


bei2 373 Seat 


c. P, B- ‘Gential: Commi tee was meeting: arid: wa 


they weré. debating about: the nationa 


ate 
thas an: oppositional TOLeeat imperialism ; ‘who were the “bis - as 


“Bourgeois and Landlord elements ate. 


shavy ” 


Meanwhile ‘Thein Pe ( Thein Pe Myint ) published his counter- 


ses in. the REE ED EES T independence given to Burma was not 


ham independence but political 4ndependence which must be used 


Fhe Burmese patriots, Burmese peoplé, to work for economic 


lependence, to smash remaining bases of imperialism in economics, 


military and ented fields. He asserted that national Bourgesisie 


‘and imperialism were not one and the same ; ‘that the national Bour- 


geoisic has. oppositional role to. play. imperialism, that the 


contradiction might not pe manifest at that time but must develope 


and that AF PFLis a popular national onganisation with which 


P. B must unite to consolidate’ independence: He called for leftist 


nity of C. P.B, the ssochalist party and the. pyo ( the latter two parte 


in the A FPFL) to form as hard core of the national unity for 


jowitnccter democratic: pene LAyebe « 


sed the national libertion war wien was envisa- 


“He characteri 


ged. in - Goshal Line, as a fraticidal civil war. 


“declared all out struggle against Ask st FL government, no- tax, 
‘no-nut campaigns, mass disobedience campaigns ete eee 


A section of the A F FP F.L leadership became. very -feetional. 


“tey saw a pattern of. insurrection ( to be armed in ‘due course -) 
‘in the line and activities of the C.P.B. ‘They must act before the 


pod] insurrection of C.P.B. "Before birth, ‘it must be aborted" was 


heir slogan iat Leg sbruck; heving the * Giclee uke ae a ined 


’ Thus started the oe. war of the “vertots Communist ereupe wh- 


years: ala 3 ‘but no: end. “and: no vic- 


cote very. soon at will be’ 25. 


tory insight. 


he wrong. class approuch persists 
Although the GaP. B led insurrections ae 25 years “old, there .. 


has been no change. in their ba sic line, the class apprach to the 


problems being. the same ‘the Pough : out. They characterised the 


be FP F Lunder the. socialist Party and U ko as the. -orgenisation 
of. the big Bourgeoisie andl land lord Sascea, They ignored “the mass 


-class organisations under’ A F P F L and the petty-bourgeosie 


‘(national Bourgeoisie in Burma being more of petty-Bourgeosie sta- 


. ‘tus ) which was supporting the - PFI, ‘They ignored that the 


AF PF L government, in the first years after independence, tried 


g nationalised’ “Timber and -ricg: indus- 


to .attec k foreign Capital ( e. 
British transport vompénies, state ndopely” “of® ‘foreign’ trade - 
3: carry out radical land 


elt 
ties, 
and established state banking ) and tried te 


oe “reforms 4 and nationalisation | and di stribiition Act ‘ete Ds 
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aoe eaerse the repressive measures of. the A F PF OL gevern- 


tional. denodratic: progranme« It. was ie: rea vy the 0: Py B. 


ead, on P. B. ‘ineitea PV O's against the: Goodies, 


In 1949 and Round’ 1950, the iccdership-of the Burma. ‘Army 


“4 Mah aded by Gerieral Ne Win called for ending’ of the paticidal conflict 
QA: TN, 


he basis of general elections to the parliament under Communist, 
oe aor ———$_— ——_—— 


“O my y APRS SL joint supervision ( at that ‘bime C P B was not yet 
anned ag illegal by the goverment inspite of ‘their rebellion ). @ 
whe CPs aid not even consider ait; instead’ C P B, together with 

“the out lawed red-flag Communist. Party and: pert of rebellious P V O's 
“C People’ sg Volunteer Organisations ) boy cotted the general elections 
“punting down election booths etc. a a =. 
1949-50's were most aidfucult years for the governnent, being 
jurrounded aid various rebellians and being ironically naned vy 
‘British mass media as Rangoon government C Even. Insein at that tinc 


42 miles fron the center of Rangoon was in. the hands of tho Karen 


rebels). a a _ 


ALP. P.F.L screens ane U Nu raised’ the slogan "Peace witht+ 
one year" which was Countered vy "Victory within two years" the, 


slogan of, c P B who openly said. that they. would puiid ‘their “a * 


in north Burma with the, Chinese help. - 
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29 
But in the following years, pos ition. of the AF PFL govt 
“improvend; insurgent groups weakened- a good number of then surrendei 
to the govt in return for edvi liberties and facilities for legal 
dlitical activity. - 
In 1954, AF PRL govt under U Nu Siaainee. £600 rdlations 
‘with the Peoples' China and Signed, together with Ch. ina and India, 
‘the. joint declaration of 5 point peaceful Co-existence. Burma under 


U nu Bini a sponsoring sountEy of the Bundung Conference of Afro- 


iy 
‘e! 


1G 


heir call for ‘Goa Ad tion governinent’ Was, in atteee, a sovernndat ‘of 


bhi B 
general amnesty, legal existence and feseiare of political activity 
in return for giving up of armed struggle by the C P B and other 
seni teh, 
| Nothing was achieve eae: or these. moves except that more 
ingurgents surrendered to the government. 

C.P.B. continued to call for negotiations. But they fever spelt 
any difinite basis for negotiation - Actually it was negotiation 


an 


for negotiation's sake. 
SS EEE 


{. 
i 


Revolutionary Council, also the same; but worse 
“The C.P.B. céntinued with the 1955 line upto 1964. 


Since Independence, there were in Burma many developments 

hich the C.P.B did not seem to recognise. bem pao V2 Burmese 
overmment. had terminated alt agreements with the British: which - 
“imposed some en Bec LOns on Burma, such as obligation to stay in 
“the Found Sterling area or obligation to accept British military 


advisers. From 192% onwards, Burna aereee as a | Seeheny new tral 


‘There grew up some small scale and medium scale national indus- 


ries. Burmese natiognal Bourgeoisie was young and weak but deternineé " 
There Brew, BP also Burmese OsnEr aeons class which 


bielists, not, : gay for 


wed orge ahead. 
ae 
pra awe ale and | heavily dependent on foredgn. -saph 


ene and’ effects of Country = -wide insurnes tions bat’ this 


‘radicalised the peasants and other working people. 


‘In the A F P F L and other political partics and in- the arny , 


political. polarisation took place, a big portion becoming a ll 


“dyer ‘The politically awakened people were discontent with - ‘the econo- 


nic stagnation and fed up with years -long insurgency: 


C.P.B. did not recognise the: positive. factors in the internat- 


vo donal situation too. By 1960's their ideological positions and polit- 
Ps, Leal thinking were drawn much monécloser to the--Chine se..Commiunism. 
Therefore, in 1962, when the revolutionary Council headed by 


the C.P.B: was, at first, bewildered and 


“Gen Ne Win came to power, ls 
then gaw nothing new in the change. They thought that the Burmese 
the ruling Bourgeois-landlord regime, had split just fob 


| reaction, 
and group power. The class enemy of the 


‘gelfisys class interests 


oP B was in crisis. To get out of the crisis the leader of the 


capilalist and “Landlord classes, 
The Coming to — of the Revolutionary 


puresucratic Gen Ne win eatablis- 


“ned military die tatorship. 


Gouncil 1éd by Gen. “Ne Win was nothing. but military dio facorship of 


a Bureaucratic Capitalists and the landlords. To deceive ‘the 


utionary Council declared: Burmese 


4 sina and the world, the revol 
it litary aictato- 


“To proaden the ‘social base of the 


way to socialisn. 
, the. Burna Socialis tProgrann 


_rship of the: Bourgeois Land= -Lord -classcs 
‘and People's Peasants Sounctls were. fox 


Party, Feople s¥orker Councils: 


” 


. 
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se Although the C.P.B. held such views,: they continued with thei 


Just after march’ 1962, the revolutionary Council diclared gen 


crak ane sty as a gesture for peace and. good- will. The CPs soba 


D ae. We ‘Win wanted to humiliate the C Pj B, “by giving general Amnest 
ean 


in 1963), the Le erat om edlied ‘for negotiations with 


be e(Giele. 2 But negotiations: failed Bae they | were: ‘bent bac 
Bye a 163: Except. ain the: ‘case™ “Of. one: Karen’ institnent he 
PRR Se S : 
Sch dg ohriaee : ee Sed 


ay 


iat alr Pebeliious. groupe failed. a 


ies 
ae ee 


ee oak end C.P:B position was very strong; So the revolutionary 


Pera le 


= ssutise the Ne gin: government_to concede to ail ineaé demands 
} ‘Their first demand was that the Regolutionary governnent nust 
provide facilities for the return to Burma of. Communist Leaders 
“residing in People's China and for fhe reunion of those returnecs 


s 


and $he Communist Leaders staying. behind in Burma. That demand was 


cénceded to Moveover , the revolutionary government of Gén Ne Win 


pigereated conditions which make it possible for C. P.B petra (Osea 


gem ee 


ogc Shepp ebentensch tts £2 ; 
sets San A —1~ 
] 
4 


“Jats 
mer 


32 
eager to cone 6 terms with the C.P. B, knowing that it was the 
dig eeest force anong insurgents and had Chinese backing. The revolut- 
fonary council explained to them its immediate political and econonic 
progranne and its determination to march towards socialism and 
sought the cooperation of the C.P,B. 

But the C.P.B had different vicws, attitudes: and aims. As 
explained above, their analysis of the class charactersof the 
revolutionary Council and their fundamental political line was the 

game as before. Ne Win Ee verineme was the military dictatovship of 
uae burcancratic capitalists and landlords. It. was the main enemy 


there could. be no 


of the proletceriat. It was.an imperialist agent. 
collaboration between the ae P.B and the revolutionary Fete hes “38, 
what they demanded wes recognition by Ne Win government of their 
"liberated areas" with the right to have their own arned forces to 
defend and to levy taxes in their own areas. After ee a eeaso-fire. 


At the negotiating table , the C P B oonesahnanee on these demands ana 


“ 


clio, thoy hold peace dononstratton’s #6 Prossunisd the govemniont. @ @ 

_ Had the revolutionary government conceded: to the CiF.B demands, 
Union of Burma would be disinategrated, “pecause other insurgent. 
groups-nmany nationalities anong a would have many other "yibder- 
ated areas" and many other “armies" to defend aoa 


The revolutionary Council: ‘refused po concede to them and nogot- 


25: 


jations broke off. 
Communist Leaders went back to where they cane. , 
Thakin Ba Thein Tin ana a few other leaders were flown back to 
Peking. But most of then wont to jungle and joined Thakin Than Tun. 
After those events, C.P.B adopted what they call 1964 line. 
It was a line of all out struggic with the slogans “Power Cones. 
from the ben of the gun", \Bgtablished [ power", " No Compromise" 
ete. They carried out their own great proletarian “Cultural revolution 
inside their own camp'an VELLOQLS « . 
Party members and leaders were examined by, Thakin Than Tun 


and Peking. returnees K those who were in China for a number of 


years and returned. during negotiations ) whether ‘one stick to the 


a* ve 
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old 1955 line or strickly followed the 1964" ‘line; whether one wae 


soft during the negotiations or hard; whether one felt repentent 
about the break down of negotiations and self-justicedand happy 
about the breakdown and whether one was a revisionist or true 
Maoist. The 1955- Line followers were overthrown, expelled and ei led 
Two members of the Polit Bureau, Goshal (¢ alig's Comrade Ba Pin \s 
and Comrade Hbay ana some members of the Central Committee were . 
killed. Thakin ‘Ten Tun hinself was “killed by 2, member of his 3 
bodyguard who -nenendoned to the government. ‘Now only BENGS. old 
timers: were in the Central Conmittec , Bo Thein oor af now in Peking), 
Thakin Chit. ( now member of tho Polit Bur a ra and ‘mhakin ‘Bin (¢ now 
chairman of the.C. P, B ). AlL the other members . are “unknown and new 
members with Peking: ‘Returnees ( who survived the ‘ouitural ‘revolution, 
and who do not, surrender to the government 5: holding key positions. 
What renains of the life of the C.P. B ois a DaEty and as a fig- 
nting force depend on the all round support, given then by the. Chinese 
Communist party “and negative 5 social ,and political consequences of 
the mistakes, defects and weaknesses Committed: BY the ahaa 
of U Na Win end ‘the Landin party especially 4 ‘the sphere’ “of econo- 
nice. tf) the government ‘and the Longa Party. can: ‘pectity “then, the 


GP 3 wid’ not ‘survive, éven’: aE! the - Chinese ‘Coma ists. continue to 


“a 


Bia 


give that all round supports rat ra 
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